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GENERAL REVIEW of EUROPEAN POLITICS, 
For NOVEMEER, 1795. 
F RAN C E. 


HE Conftitution of France, laft framed, is -accepted: 
Its ftability is yet to be proved. This will depend on its 
coifonante or diflonance with public opinions if the revo- 
lution of France is agreeable to the public opinion of the 
French nation, it will be permanent; if not, and that public 
opinion has been hurried along, as fometimes happens, like the 
charioteer by his horfes, then it may not be long’ before we 
fee, in France, the twenty-firft retura to monatehy—a mo« 
narchy, we hope and believe, not afbitrary, but limited; and 
in which the friends to the conftitution of 1789, a party 
adorned by fo'much honour, moderation, and enlightened 
patriotifm, fhall lift up their heads, and be as highly revered, 
as they are now, both at home and abroad, fhaaiefully aban- 
doned. 

In the mean time, the two chambers which conftitute 
the legiflature of France, rally round the new conftitution, 
and, in the midft of continued alarms, proceed in the ex- 
ercife of their functions. The veflel is now launched, and, 
evenin a ftorm, feems to ride proudly under the pendant of 
triumphant reafon. Experience alone will fhew whether it be 
formed for defying the thock of confliting elements, and to 
float, in equal majefty, down the ftream of time. 
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As to the prefent temper of the people of France, much of 
their enthufiafm for war, and foreign conqueft, feems to have 
evaporated: But though the fyftem of terrorifm be ftill re- 
probated by the nation and legiflature (whatever may be the 
inclination of the executive government), there is a necedlity 
of having recourfe again to requifitions. Itis not very long 
fince the French Affembly, even with the folemnity of an 
oath, renounced all defire of foreign conqueft. It will bé 
happy for them if they return tothe fpirit of that abjuration, 
whether froma conviction of its political expediency, or from 
that afpiration-after the repofe which is wont to fucceed to the 
horrors of war. Itis the nature and fate of moft contefts, 
that, although mutual‘provocations are multiplied by the events 
of war, yet the pafions are blunted by the lapfe of time : 
Both parties experiencing, in the viciflitudes of fortune, the 
uncertain iffue of battles,as well as the miferics of war, be- 
gin to figh for peace 5 and thus every war has i's period, 

Such a tendency to peace, on the part of France, will not 
be leflened, we may prefume, by the late fignal fucceffes of 
the Auftrians on the Rhine. ‘The French weakened and ex~ 
poled by penetrating into Germany, juft as the Germans 
under the Duke of Brunfwick were by penetrating into 
France, were furprifed, defeated, and forced to retreat acrofs 
the Rhine, with great lofs of ftores, great flaughter of men, 
and feizing of prifoners, ‘The fuccefs of the Auftrians, if 
contiaued to the total expulfion of the French from the right 
banks of the Rhine, may lead to the recovery of Holland, and 
the Auftrian Netherlands ; for the accomplifhment of which 
object an Auftrian army fhould reduce Maeftrieht, anda 
Britifh feet the purtof Oftend, 

In this plan the King of Pruffia, who is as fickle in his poe 
litics as the French are in their nature, whofe conduét is not 
to be conjectured from any laws of pradeiice or of honour, 
might perhaps co-operate. He might be inclined, one would 
fuppofe, to re-inftate the Stadtholder in the authority from 
whence he has been driven by the French, and French faAtion ; 
and, in policy, to avert, by fuch a ona. the refentment of 
Ruiflia and Auftria, which is, otherwile, to fwallow up his difl- 
jointed kingdom, juft as his predecetlor and himfelf, and thofe 
two great powers, did Poland, as foon as they underftood that 
the Poles, with the friendihip and promiled protection of the 
French republig, had adopted, in 1792, a conftitution, though 
mionarchical, formed on-the bafis of treedom ; So that as the 
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protection of the allies ruined Holland, fo the protection of 
France ruined Poland. 

As to the Hollanders, who feem now to be totally incapable 
of maintaining their independence as a nation, though they may 
ftill, perhaps, retain the choice of a mafter, and who are a 
proof that no nation can long flourifh merely by a fpirit of 
commerce, we fhall {till pay them the compliment of taking 
notice of them, ex paffant, out of refpect to the'virtues of 
their anceftors. Like the frogs inthe fable, they have invited, 
with great importunity, the protection and government of a 
montter that devours them. 

A noble fcramble, if a counter-revolution do not foon take 
place in the United Provinces, remains to the great maritime 
powers for the Dutch fettlements in America and Africa, but, 
above all, for thofe in the Ea/? Indies, particularly in Ceylon 
and Java. Commerce has her origin in agricultural labour 
{under which we may comprehend fithing) in the firft in- 
ftance, and in manufactures in the fecond. Inher progrefs 
fhe bzcomes more and more refined and abftra&, until, at laft, 
fhe is removed from her primitive and furett bafe, and is blown 
and loft in the regions of infinite fpace, by the currents of 
fpeculation, The rich trade and foreign fettlements of the 
Dutch, beyond ali doubt, have proved their ruin, 

Thefe things are a warning to Great- Britain, who, at the 
fame time, on a comparative view of herown ftate with that 
of the maritime and commercial provinces, finds two molt 
important points of confolation. 

Firft, Great-Britain poffefles fuch an extent of foil, a very 
great proportion of which is ftil] uncultivated, though highly 
capable of cultivation, as muft, in fpite of the negligence of 
Minifters, provoke labour of various kinds, and maintain, if 
not increafe, a hardy race of men, for a very long time. 

Secondly, The pofleflions of the Dutch in the Eaft Indies 
were protected from invafion, cither by their infular fituation, 
or, on the continent of India, by the {mail extent of their fet+ 
tlements, in which they fucceeded to the Portugucfe, and did 
not themielves, cither wreft from the natives, or feck ambi- 
tioufly to enlarge ; circumftances by which the Dutch were 
freed from war, ‘and loft the military {pirits: Whereas the Bri- 
tith Eaft India Company, a clafs or rather a nation.of armed 
merchants, extended their dominion, by force of arms, almoft 
into the central parts of Hindoftan from different points of 
agereffion ; from whence a great army has been raifed, and 
continually exercifed in battles and {kirmifhes, with the native 
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powers, fometimes corifgderated among themfelves, and fome- 
times aided by European powers. Thus, which isa fingular 
circumftance, the commercial fpirit of Britain, by keeping on 
foot a numerous and well-trained army in the Eaft, keeps up 
the military fpirit-by a conftant demand of reeruits at home, 
fuftains the reputation of our arms abroad, and fometimes, as 
in the peace of 1783, directed by the comprehenfive and 
vigorous mind of a Haffings, makes upto the nation for 
blunders and misfortunes in the weftern hemifphere. 

In our laft month’s review we promifed a few obfervations 
on his Majefty’s laf? Speech to both Houfes of Parliament, 
The general character of that piece fhews how much the 
author, that is, the Minifter, was at a lofs to put a tolerable 
face on affairs. The King of Pruflia has feceded from the 
alliance ; all the other German ftates and Princes, the Em- 
peror excepted, have followed his example ; Spain, too, has 
feceded, and purchafed a feparate peace, by important con- 
ceflions to the enemy. Holland, Liege, Cologne, and all 
that was poffefled by Auftria on this fide the Rhine, by 
Germany, are taken by the French! Yet the Minifter 
mentions his fatisfa@ion with the pofture of our affairs, 
which he confiders as improved. He is thankful for fmall 
mercies! This is a greater proof of his piety, than his 
attempt to maintain the eftablifhed religion by fire and fword. 
The three grand points of fatisfaction are, 1, The aflittance 
given by Ruffia to oppofe the operations of the Dutch navy in 
the northern feas. 2. The preparations for the eftablifhment 
and increafe of our power inthe Weit Indies. 3. The fcarcity 
of provifions and other hardfhips that prevailin France.—As 
to the aid of Auftria, that would not have been neceflary, if we 
had not loft the United Provinces, by taking them under our 
protcction, It was premature to boait af our Weft India 
armament, as time and the elements have proved—but if it 
had been, or fhould yet be, ever fo fuccefsful, its fuccefs ought 
to be carried tothe account of 1796, inthe f{pecch at the open- 
ing of next feffion of Parliament, notof 1795. It fhould not 
be made to do duty for two years.—With regard to the dif- 
trefles of the French people: God knows, the great and the 
beft, that is, the labouring part of the people of Great-Bri- 
tain, are much diftreffed, though not fo much diftrefled as 
the French are. 

Yet it is not to be denied that, under all our loffes, there 
are very feafible arguments for carrying on the war; and 
many for abandening it. We have only farther to obferve on 
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his Majefty’s Speech, that it fhews a tendency, and fomething 
that might, perhaps, be improved by the French into an open- 
ing for peace. 

The outrages committed by a numerous canaille on the oc- 
cafion of the King’s going to Parliament, have been followed 
with bills in Parliament, for preventing Conventions of the 
people, and fedition, It muft be allowed, that Minifters, of 
the beit intentions, on fuch an occafion, may be well execufed, 
if they fhould be fomewhat at a lofs what courfe to follow. All 
fuch concuffions tend, more or lefs, to throw afyftem off its 
balance, and to give it an inclination to one fide rather than to 
another. The Minifter chofe, not unnaturally, what he thought 
to be the fafelt fide ; the fafeft for his own power. 


DIFFERENCE and AGREEMENT; 
Or SUNDAY MORNING. 
{From Mrs. Barbauld’s Evenings at Home, Vol. IV.] 


T was Sunday morning. All the bells were ringing for 
church, and the ftreets were filled with people, moving in 
all directions. 

Here, numbers of well-dreffed perfons, and a long train.of 
charity-children, were thronging in at the wide doors of a 
handfome church. ‘There, a {mall number, almoft equally 
gay in drefs, were entering an elegant meeting-houfe, Up 
one alley,a Roman Catholic congregation was turning into 
their retired chapel, every one crofiing himfelf with a finger 
dipt in holy water as he went in. The oppofite fide of the 
ftreet was covered with a train of Quakers, diftinguithed by 
their plain and neat attire, and fedate afpect, who walked, 
without ceremony, into aroom, as plain as themfelves, and 
took their feats, the men on one fide, and the women on the 
other, in filence. A {pacious building was filled with an overe 
flowing crowd of Methodiflts, molt of them meanly habited, 
but decent and ferious in demeanour ; while a fmall fociety of 
Baptitts in the neighbourhood quictly occupied their humble 
place of aflembly. 

Prefently, the different fervices began. The churches ree 
founded with the folemn organ, and with the indiftinct mure 
murs of a large body of people following the Minifter in ree 
fponfive prayers. From the meetings were heard the flow 
plalm, and the fingle voice of the leader of their devotions, 
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The Roman Catholic chapel was enlivened by ftrains of 
mufic, the tinkling of a {mall bell, and a perpetual change of 
fervice and ccremonial, A’ profound filence, and unvarying 
look and pofture, announced the felf-recollection and mental 
devotion of the Quakers. 

Mr. Ambrofe led his fon Edwin round all thefe different 
aflemblies as a f{peétator, Edwin viewed every thing with 
great attention, and was often impatient to enquire of his 
father the meaning of what he heard; but Mr. Ambrofe would 
not fuffer him to difturb any of the congregations, even bya 
whitper. When they had gone through the whole, Edwin 
found a great number of queftions to put to his father, who 
explained every thing to him in the beft manner he could. At 
Jaft Edwin faid, But why cannot all thefe people agree to goto 
the fame place, and worlhip God the fame way ?—And why 
fhould they.agree? Anfwered his father: Do not you fee that 
people differ in a hundred other things ? Do they all drefs alike, 
and cat and drink alike, and keep the fame hours, and ufe the 
facie amufements {—Aye, but thefe are things in which they 
have a right to do as they pleafex—And they havea right, too, 
to worlhip God as they pleafe. Ikis their own bufinefs, and 
concerns none but theméelves.—But has not God ordered 
particular ways of worthipping him ?—He has direGted the 
mind and {pirit with which he is to be worlhipped, but not the 
particular form and manner. ‘That is left for every one to 
choole, according as fuits his temper and opinions. All theie 
people like their own way beft, and why fhouid they leave it ior 
the choice of another? Religion is one of the things in which 
mankind were made to differ. 

The feveral congregations now began to be difmified, and the 
ftreet was again overf{pread-with pertons of al} the different iects, 
going promifcuoufly to their refpective homes. It chanced 
shat a poor man fell down in the ftreet, ina fit of apoplexy, 
and Jay for dead. His. wife and children ftood round him, 
erying,and lamenting in the bittereft diflrefs. “Ihe beholders 
immediately flocked round, and with looks and expretiions cf 
the warmeit compuailion, gave their help» A Churchman 
raifed the man from the ground, by lifting him under the arms, 
while a Diflenter held his head, and wiped his face with his 
handkerchief. A Roman Catholic lady took out her f{mell- 
ing-bottle, and affiduoufly applied it to bisnofe. A Methodift 
san fora doctor, A Quaker fupported and aaa the 
woman ; anda Baptift took care of the children. 
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Edwin and his father were among the fpectators. Here, 
foid Mr. Ambrofe, is a thing in which mankind were made to 


agree, 


Thoughts on the real Caujes of the prefent Dearth of Pro- 
vifions, in Anfwer to the Refolutions of the Corpora- 
tion of Oxford, addreffed to their Reprefentatives, and 
inferied in the Entertainer for November 23, 1795. 


(Concluded from Page 454.) 


« ET us take a retrofpe& view of the laft thirty years, 

.4 fance that inclofures have taken place,” and we fhall 
fiad, that corn, though in general dearer than heretofore, has 
not been regularly advancing in price; it has fluctuated as 
much, or perhaps more, than moft other articles, (which may 
eafily be feen, by referring to the returns from the different 
counties) and fully confutes the idea, that monopoly and ar- 
tifice alone caufe the dearnefs of corn and other articles, 
Neither fhall we find that all the fmall farms in a parifh “ from 
eighty to a hundred pounds a year, whereupon the tenants 
maintained and brought up their families with credit to them- 
felves, and advantage to the public, coniolidated and become 
the entire property of an individual.’”? «That fome farmers 
have more land under their care, than they can manage to the 
utmoft advantage, either to themfelves or the community, I 
attempt not to refute ; but I believe thofe inftances are more 
sare than it is to find men occupying {mall farnfs, at exorbi- 
tant rents, and not having capitals fufficient to cultivate and 
manure them, in fuch a manner as to make their labour pro- 
fitable, cither to themfelves or the public. But I think 
(** with proper deference’’) that this is much better ordered at 
prefent, than it would be under the reftrictions fomey through 
a miftaken apprehenfion of public utility, would place it. 

As the occupiers of fome of the little farms “ at the approach 
of Michaelmas, anda little after, are conftrained to threfh out 
their coraand bring it to market,” fo aifo: pive me leave to 
fay, that by far the greateft number of the gentlemen farmers 
find their way to market as foon after harveft, with a weckly 
or monthly proportion, as they confiftently can; (haviag a 
proper regard to the work at t st time needful to be done, for 
a fucceflion of crops) and it is to them that many of the little 
farmers, (which are held up as being fo much fuperior in uic- 
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fulnefs to the community) as well as all other ranks and deno- 
minations, are beholden for a continual fupply until the next 
harveft ; for it is well known that too many of the littlejfar- 
mers are obliged to keep thé markets all*the ycar, from three 
to fix months to fell, and the remainder to buys Befides, let 
us view:the farms of both, the indigent and the wealthy; ob- 
ferve their vatious products, and then I believe it, will evi- 
dently appzar, that the crops and cattle of the one is in general 
fo much fuperior to the other, as the little farmers are more or 
lefs conftrained, * at the approach of Michaelmas, to threfh 
out their corn, and prepare for their accuftomed rent day,” 
or other emergencies, for it is too notcrious to be denied, that 


{mall farms let much dearer, in proportion, than large onesyand:; 


that the fubftantial farmer employs not only more labourers, in 
proportion, than the indigent, but alfo renders them their 
corn, and other necellaries, in dear times, at a far lefs rate than 
the {mall ones can, and in times of ficknefS, to render them 
comfortable fupport. I do not fay that all who arein affluence 
co as much as they might; but [ believe the hearts of many 
of thofe are as much enlarged towards the por in genera}, and 
their dependants in particular, as thofe are who thus exclaim 
again them; and better would it be, if people in trade and 
manufactories were as attentive to the wants of their depen- 
dants, as they are. 

The too great accumulation of farms is of difadvantage 
both to the occupiers and the community at large, but not the 
caufe of the pretent high price of corn; for if it had, why has 
the price been fo high or higher in thofe counties, where the. 
farms are in general from twenty to one hundred pounds per 
annum, and few, in proportion, to the number exceeding the 
latter fum, as is the cafe in the two weftern counties ; there~ 
fore, it is evident, that * the accumulation of farms is not 
one of the caufes of the prefent high price of corn.” 

I have travelled through moft counties of England, and 
have been at Oxford on a market day, but I never heard of 
thefe jobbers in corn they complain againft. There, and at 
moft other places, millers and bakers are to be found, men of 
refponfibility, who can buy as much on a market day as a far- 
mcr has to fell, without the intervention of a third perfon. 
Jobbers may a& for themf-lves, and agents may be employed 
by people ata diftance, where corn is dearer, to procure a 
fupply; and it is right it fhou}1 be fo, for where fcarcity pre- 
vails, what is to be done? Are we to fit down and bemoan 
our fate, and not endeavour to help ourfelyes, in procuring 
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that at a diftance, even at a high rate, which we are not able 
to attain at home, even on any terms? But not to advert to 
times of dearth altogether, pray how is London, B:iftol, Li- 
verpool, Birmingham, Manchefter, Sheffield, Nottingham, 
Portfmouth, Plymouth, the weft of Cornwall, &c. to be fup- 
plied, but by cornfactors and millers buying corn, and jobbers 
buying cattle, butter, cheefe, &c. conveying it to fuch mar- 
kets as will pay them beft? But if this neceffary branch of 
traffic is prohibited, either by law or a lawlefs mob, what will 
the confequence be? Dreadful in the extreme! For if it be 
wrong to buy in one place, it is wrong to receive in another 5 
and if the farmer is prohibited from felling or fending his corn 
to fuch markets as appear to be moft in need, or where he can 
attain the beft price, he will ceafe to till as much as he other- 
wife would; the effeét I need not mention, It is for the in- 
tereft of the people in general, that corn fhould be kept at as’ 
moderate prices as poflible, by encouraging its importation, 
when dear, and its exportation, when cheap, that the farmer 
may at no time be difcouraged from fowing, under the idea 
that the market will be glutted, or be induced to keep it in, 
when {carce, in hopes of obtaining an extsavagant price for 
Ite 

The fale of corn by fample, is not an evil; but that of 
obliging the farmers to carry all their corn to market, would 
be: Do fuch as propofe this fcheme confider the number of 
extra horfes that muft be kept, both by the farmers and the 
millers ; the oneto carry, and the other to fetch it from mare 
ket; when, if to be taken immediately to the mill, half the 
labour would be often faved, and fometimes much more, as, 
perhaps, two or three loads aday may at times be taken to the 
mill, when previoufly fold; whereas, only one is to be taken 
to the market, and that, perhaps, only one day in the week. 
From what I know of the bufinefs,I am certain, that take it 
in a general way, the poor may buy their meal and flour 
cheaper (and what if I fay much cheaper) than they can pro- 
cure it at market, confidering the hire of a horfe to go to both 
market and mill, together with the time and expence ast¢nding 
it, without taking into the account that the millers can not 
only buy, but grind their own corn cheaper, by keeping the 
mill in conftant work, than they can {mall grifts for others, 
by often changing and ftopping the mill. It alfo happens that 
the capital millers frequently take care to procure corn from 
diftant parts, when a partial {carcity prevails, in order to keep 
their mills at work, and their cuftomers properly and fteadily 
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fupplied ; for whatever fome may think, their duty and true 
intereft are infeparable. I have feveral times known that fuch 
millers have been inftrumental in preventing diltrefs in a con- 
fiderable degree, by their timely forefecing and procuring fup- 
plies from a diftance, for the approaching necefitics. But this 
fcarcity is with us almoft unprecedented; at leaft for this 
century this {carcity has been, and is not only real, but gene- 
ral. 

The idea of bringing all the corn to market, * to exhibit 
their ftores to public view, and inducing the farmer to fell it 
cheaper, rather than carry it back again,’’ may have fuch an 
effect when the markets are on the decline; but do fuch con- 
fider what a contrary effect fuch pra€tices will have, when they 
are {cantily fupplied as in times of fcarcity ?-To thew the 
nakednefs of the land. 

With refpe& to the country banks, I believe the merchant, 
the manufacturer, the fhopkeeper, the hopdealer, and f{pecu- 
lators of almoft every defcription, are as much beholden to 
them as the farmers and dealers in corn are, and fometimes 
apply the money thus attained, in as nefarious traffic as that 
of buying corn. But now it is reputed to. be a crime for a 
man to be a.farmer, miller, baker, or dealer in corn, or at leaft 
many of the people are induced to believe that they cannor, 
or do not a& in as honeft, upright manner, as other members 
of the community. Charges are ae again{t them, replete 
with abundance of f{currility, and evil tendencies, and if the 
channels of this neceflary commerce are again fo obftructed, 
much greater calamity is to be feared from the ravages of- in- 
tonfiderate ‘migbs, who have from time to time been thus led 
to believe that dealers in corn are enemies to the community, 
inftead of their ftrength and fupport. - I know that in the weft 
of Cornwall flour is much ‘wanted; but the dealers in that 
article are aftaid to have thé ufual fupplics, becaufe the mile 
ers cannot fend it from Sufiex and-Hampfhire on’ moderate 
terms ; therefore, fearing the difpleafure of a mob, their wants 
tnuft increafe. 
= Now give me leave to tell you what I believe to be fome of 
the caufes of this great {carcity and dearth : 

' The towns, cities, country villages, trade, manufaGories, 
fleets, armies, taxes, poor rates, rents, tithes, &c. have in- 
creaféd moft rapidly in this nation for thirty years paft; the 
number of horfes which are, kept for pleafure, not only by 
gentlemen of eftate, and rich merchants, but allo by the im- 
menfe number of place-men, penfioners, officers, &c. the 
different 











THE WEEKLY ENTERTAINER. 471 


different. modes of living adopted by almoft.all ranks and: de- 
nominations; the addition of fo many gentlemens’ feats, and 
citizen’s country viilas, and the vaft quantity of ,the beft land 
around thofe manfions, which has of late been thrown into 
parks, lawns, and other pleafure grounds, are no inconfiderable 
caufes, but not the principal, 

As I faid before this fcarcity, and dearth hath come on us 
gradually, and to fome imperceptibly. Let us no longer caft 
the blame one on the other, but let each of us cxamine our 
own conduét, and endeavour to fee how far we have juft caufe 
to fufpe& that it has contributed to this general calamity 5, and 
whilft the judgements of the Lord are evidently in the earth, 
Jet us endeavour to Icarn rightcoufnefs, and not abule what is 
gracioufly difpenfed for our ufe. 

If we would but ferioufly reflect, we mufl fee, that this is 
not the act of man, but of the Lord, who doth not afflict us 
willingly. Four general, unproductive harvefts following, 
have not been known in England for this century. If we only 
look back to laft winter, remember the intenie froft, which 
almoft totally deftroyed fo many thoufands of acres of wheat, 
and injured much more, in divers partsof the nation; and then 
reflect that juft before harveft, when the expectations of many 
were very high, how fuddenly their hopes were cut off by a 
blight, which nearly, at one time, feized the wheat throughout 
the nation in a very general manner ; fome few places are 
more exempt than others, but its effect is evidently fo general 
as to demand our belief, that it was the a& of Omnipotence: 
And the Legiflature now feeing it is abfolutely neceflary to 
recommend, that every individual be as frugal as poflible; 
whilft they decree that large bounties fhall be given to fuch as 
import wheat from abroad, but at the fame time hint that we 
mutt not depend on foreign fupplies equal to the;demand. 

I now conclude, earneftly defiring that every individual will 
ftudy to be quiet, and do their own proper bufineds 5 let every 
one endeavour to reform one, and remember the divine com- 
mand, Whatfoever ye would that men fhould do unto you, do 
yc even fotothem. For what doth the Lord require of us, 
but todo juitly, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with our 
God? 

If this is our earneft concern, we may look forward with 
hope, that the all-fecing Judge of the whole Earth will with- 
draw the rod which is now gently hung over us, but has terribly 
fhaken divers other parts of the globe. 

4B 2 May 
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May others’ harms teach us to beware, left it be faid to us as 
it was to Jerufalem of old, How often would Ihave gathered 
thy children together, as a hen gathereth her chickens under 
her wings, but ye would not ?- Behold, your habitation is left 
unto you defolate ! 

fovember 2.45179 5e 





Report from the Committee of the Houfe of Commons, ap- 
pointed to examine the feveral Laws now i being, rela- 
tive to the Affize of Bread. 


HE Committee appointed to examine the feveral Laws 

now in being relative to the Affize of Bread,and to report 
the fame, together with their opinion thereupon, to the Houfe, 
have, in obedience to the orders of this Houfe, examined all the 
Jaws refpecting the affize of bread. 

They have alfo, (as far as the Journals of the Houfe could 
afford them information), examined the proceedings of this 
Houfe on this fubjeé. 

Your Committee have examined feveral evidences from the 
feveral branches of this bufinefs, viz. the corn-fa€tor, the 
mealman, andthe baker. And, 

Your Committee do find, that from time immemorial, and 
in all times, to the 31ft year of the reign of George the 
Second, there was, in all affize tables, made under the law, a 
wheaten bread made of flour the whole produce of the wheat, 
the faid flour weighing, on an average, three-fourths of the 
weight of the wheat whereof it was made. 

Your Committee are informed, and do find, that fuch flour 
doth contain the whole nutrition or fuftenance of the wheat, 
and that fuch is the beft medium ftandard, and the moft proper 
which can be introduced for bread in common ufe.—That, in 
the 31ft year of the reign of George II. an Act paffed, en- 
tituled, “* An A& for the due making of bread, and to re- 
gulate the price and affize thereof, and to punifh perfons who 
fhall adulterate meal, flour, or bread 5” wherein, among ft other 
matters, it is direéted, that where an affize fhall be fet, no 
other fort or forts of bread, except the wheaten or houfehold, 
as fet in the tables annexed to the faid Aét, fhould be made or 
fold, under a penalty exprefled in the faid A@. Which forts 
of bread, although there be rio {pecific defcription of them in 
the faid AQ, nor any fuch defcription to be colle&ted from the 


faid tables, are holden forth to us to be made by a oer’ of 
the 
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the flour (reprefenting the whole wheat) into two parts; the 
wheaten bread intended by that Act being fuppofed to be made 
of the finer half, and the houfehold bread to be made of the 
coarfer half, That the wheaten bread made of the: flour 
(reprefenting the whole of the wheat) which had from. time 
immemorial been fet and ftood in al] affize tables heretofore 
made, and was the bafis and ftandard of all, was by this laft- 
mentioned A& excluded and prohibited from being made and 
fold. 

Your Committee do find that this A@ has never been, from 
the time of paffing the fame, nor is at this day, in atual opera- 
tion according to the true intent and meaning thereof: That 
the flour is not in fact fo divided, nor the bread fo made as is 
deferibed : That very little houfehold: bread whatfoever is 
made ; That no houfehold bread, fuch as is fuppofed and was 
intended by the A&t, is made: That the wheaten bread which 
is made and foldis not the wheaten bread intended by that AG. 
That in confequence of the old ftandard wheaten bread being 
excluded, while the law, direéting other forts to be made, is 
found not to operate in pracice, great confufions and many 
inconveniences have arifen, and do exift; and amongft others, 
the market bas been prevented from being fupplied in times of 
fearcity, with bread made of fuch flour as the law permitted to 
be imported for that purpofe, 

That your Committce, confidering thefe confequences and 
effeéts ot the quitting the-old medium ftandard wheaten. bread 
made as above deicribed, do find, that if that ftandard bread 
made of flour, which is the whole produce of the wheat, the 
faid flour weighing, on an average, three fourths of the weight 
of the wheat wherecf it was made, was again introduced under 
certain regulations and reftrictions, it would tend to prevent 
the faid confufions, and to remedy the faid inconveniences : 
And your Commitice find, that the columns calculated for the 
wheaten bread, in the now repealed affize tables of the A@ of 
the 8th of Anne, would be the proper affize for the faid bread ; 
and will have this further benefit and advantage, that when 
wheat (the baker’s allowance included) is atfeven fhillings the 
bufhel, the wheaten twelve-penny loaf of this ftandard bread 
would contain 71b, 7oz. 3¢t.of bread, whereas the twelve= 
penny wheaten loaf, according to the affize of George II. 
doth contain only 61b, 80z. 40t. and foin the like proportion. 

Although your Committee may apprehend that, within the 


cities of London and Weftminitcr, and within the markets 
ependent 
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dependent upon and connected with the fame, fome incon- 
venientes mightarife, if the magiftrate, whenever he fhould 
dire& this ftandard wheaten bread to be. made, and to fet an 
-aflize thereon, fhould for the prefent be permitted to prohibit 
the wheaten bread now in ufe from being made and fold or 
omit to fet an affize thereon 5 yet they do-not find, that when 
and where, in any other parts of the kingdom, the magiftrate 
fhallfetan affize upon and dire& this ftandard bread -to be 
made, any inconvenience conld arife, if there was no affize fet 
for any bread of a finer fort, nor any{uch permitted to be made 
without a licence. On the other hand, they find, that in order 
not to enhance the price of bread upon any perfons who are 
uled, or fhould be willing to be fupplied with bread of an 
inferior and cheaper fort than the faid ftandard bread, the bakess 
fhall be at liberty to bake-and fell the faid inferior forts of bread; 
provided they be reftrained by fevere penalties from felling, at 
the price of ftandard bread, any bread which fhall not come up 
to the full ftandard-in its compofition. 

Upon the whole, your Committee came to the following 
refolutions : 

Refolved, *. That it-is the opinion of this‘Committee, that 
if the magiftrates were by law permitted (when and where they 
fhall think fit to fet an affize on bread,) to introduce again, 
under certain regulations and reftrictions, the old ftandard 
bread made of flour; which is the whole produce of the 
wheat; the faid flour weighing, on an average, three fourths of 
the weight of the wheat whereof it is made, it would tend to 
prevent many inconveniences which have asifen in the aflize 
and making of bread for faie.”” ‘ 

Refolved, “ That it is the opinion of this‘Committee, that 
the columns calculated for the wheaten bread, in the now re- 
pealed tables of the Act of the 8th of Queen Anne, entituled, 
“ An Act to regulate the Price and Aflize of Bread,” would 
be the proper affize for faid ftandard and wheaten bread; and 
thatthe twelve-penny loaf of this ftandard wheaten bread, 
containing the whole flour of the wheat (the faid four weigh- 
ing, on an average, three-fourths of the weight of the faid 
wheat), would, upon a medium, contain one pound of bread in 
eight more than the twelve- penny loaf of the prefent wheaten 
bread, made under the Act of the 31ft of Geo. II.” 
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Remarkable Inflance of the Bravery. of Britifh Seamen, 


HE following remarkable circumftances are related in a 
letter from an officer on board the Britannia, Admiral 
Hotham’s flag fhip, in the Mediterranean : 

The fpirited and gallant condu& of Lieutenant W. Walker, 
who commands the Rofe hired armed cutter; attached to this 
fleet, has for fome days been the fubject of general commen- 
dation. He was making his paflage from Leghorn to BSaftia 
with money on board;- when, in the morning of the 28th of 
September, at half paft four o’clock, he fell in-with three {mall 
Republican cruifers, fitted out on purpofe to intercept him. 
Finding himfelf in the midft of them, he, with a promptitude 
and refolution thatdo him high credit, bore down on the largeft 
and moft leeward, ran the cutter’s bow-{fprit againft her mizen- 
matt, and carried it away, with part of the ftern, raking her as 
he paffed ; then fhot a-head and tacked, in-doing which the 
cutter’s main-boom carried away the enemy’s fore-yard, and 
her broadfide fet her fore-fail and mizen on fire; fhe then got 
under her ftern again, and fo galled herin that fituation, that 
they foon begged for quarter and ftruck, ‘The largeft of the 
other two had feveral fhot fired at her between wind and water; 
and, asfhe foon difappeared, it is fuppofed fhe funk. The 
thitd made her efcape, In this unequal combat, Mr. Walker’s 
intrepidity and {kill are alike confpicuous; for the fhip that 
ftruck had 29 men on board, chiefly Corficans, while the cutter 
had only 14. ‘Though we have done nothing on a large fcale 
lately, yet know this fketch will be welcome to you, as it 
affords one more gratifying proof of the fuperiority of Englith 
feamanthip and courage in every fituation. 








An ANECDOTE. 


“TOWARD the latter part of the reign of King James I. 

he fecluded himfelf at his palace at “heobalds, in the 
parifh of Chefhunt, that he might indulge the fpleen and-ill- 
humour with which he was affected, by the difappointment 
of the intended marriage of his fon, the Prince of Wales, 
with the Infanta of Spain. In one of his melancholy reve- 
ries, he happened to call for fome papers, relative to that treaty ; 


which not being immediately found, he endeavoured to recol~ 
le&t to whom he had delivered them, and fixed on one of his 
attendants, naaied Gib, whom he reviled for his neghyence. 
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Gib, in a fupplicating pofture, deprecated h's fury, and kneel- 
ing at his feet, protefted his ignorance refpecting the papers ; 
aflerting, that he had never received them, and offering even 
his life to atone for his fault, if he fhould be found guilty. 
The King, infenfible, through rage, to the equity of his fer- 
vant’s humble fupplication, kicked him as he pafled, Gib 
inftantly rofe, and, with becoming {fpirit, faid: “ Sir, I have 
ferved you from my youth, and you never found me unfaithful : 
I have not deferved this from you, nor can I live longer with 
you under this difgrace. Fare you well, Sir: I will never fec 
you more ;” and immediately quitting the King, he mounted 
his horfe, and rode toward London. The news of this extra 
ordinary circumftance foon circulating through the palace, and 
every one being eager to inquire, or to aflign the caufe, it 
came to the knowledge of Endymion Porter, one of the at- 
tendants, to whom the King had delivered the papers. Porter 
produced them before his Majetty, who, confcious of the ine 
juftice of his condu&, immediately inquired for Gib, and 
was told that he had fet out for London, The King difpatched 
a meflenger after him, protefting that he would neither eat, 
drink, or fleep, till Gib returned. The meflenger overtook 
him before he reached London, and relating the circumftance 
of the King’s grief and repentance, Gib immediately con- 
fented to return. As he entered the apartment where the 
King was anxioufly waiting for him, his Majefty kneeled 
down, and earneftly folicited forgivenefs; declaring that he 
would not rife till Gib vouchfafed to pardon him; and al- 
though this was for a time modeftly declined, the King per- 
fifted fo ftrenuoufly, that the fubject was, at laft, obliged to 
aflume the prerogative of a monarch, and declare the offence 
configned to oblivion. 





REFLECTION. 
i yp is a degree of diforderly conduct and wickedne(s 


in gallantry, which can no where be met with but in 
the perfon of a woman of elevated rank. She knows that 
audacity aftonifhes, and that there is nothing which a woman 
of fuperior underftanding, added to high birth, may not rifk. 
But woe tothe woman in the city, who would with to follow 
her fteps; fhe would fall into the mire of public contempt. 
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Anfwer, by P. Gadd, of Taunton, tothe Rebus inferted Augufl 3 


PIRST Malborough’s name muft be produced; 
Next Archimedes, of Syracufe; 
‘The next.a rat, mifchievous thing ! 
The fovereign title is a King: 
Join thefe initials, they’ll impart, : 
Your brother’s Chriftian nameis MARK: 
|*]| We have received the like anfwer from J. 'S.of Taun- 
ton; P.of Dorfet; J. Latey, of South Molton; Pellonia, of 
Crediton; W. Hoare, of Dean Prior; J. Field, junior of 
Staverton; and N, Coles, junior, of Crediton. 





4n ANAGRAM, Jy 8. P. 


NGENIOUS SIRS, a verb find out, 
And carefully tranfpofe the fame, 
And then you will, without a doubt, 

Find out an ancient monarch’s name, 


A QUESTION, ly  Runnalls, of St. Aufl 


At fails from Fowey, in Cornwall, S, W. half W. until 
her departure from the meridian be 312 miles. Re- 
quired her diftance, and difference of latitude; alfo the lati 


tude fhe is now in? 


An ENIGMA, by Sheptonien/is. 


RR OM Room ye wits, pray ftand afide, 
And let our merits be defcried; 
For we're of clear aad polith’d parts, 
And friends to learning, trade, andarts. 
We occupya lofty ation, 

Supported by th’ heads of the nation. 
The Lords and Commons, clergy toc, 
Tho’ We oft keep their ends'in view ; 
We oftthe'fages of the law, 

Affift to find or make a flaw. 

Altho’ our bufinefs is deceit, 

We atthe bar oft on them wait; 


Vor. XXVI. 670, 4C Perhaps, 
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Perhaps, when handling our own cafe 
?Tis clear’s the nofe upon your face) 
Without difpute, cabal, or chatter, 

We fo enlarge upon the matter, 

With double dealing and deceit, 

What feem’d obfcure we clear up ftraight, 

That we’re eye-fervants, ’tis well known, 

A practice now too common grown; 
Yet, tho’ in others ’tis defpis’d, 

Inus ’tis oft o’erlook’d, nay priz’d. 

Our double dealing’s nothing new, 

And tho’ its eafily feen thro’ 

(A paradox perhaps to you) : 

We dodeceive the very eyes 

Of thofe who’re reckon’d wondrous wife; 
Yet far from being diflik’d for it, 

Thofe very people do adore it. 

So fares it with the jugler’s ball, 

It is deceit that pleafes all, 

Not all the Efculapian tribe, 
With all the noftrums they prefcribe 5 
Can nature aid, defe&tive art ! 

Like us in one effential part. 

Altho’ our modern fophs declare, 

The ficklenefs of you, ye fair; 

That nothing’s found to pleafe ye long; 
We can confute their fland’rous tongue. 
Such calumnies we can belie— 
There’s nought more pleafing to your eye 
Than we are, Ladies,— you embrace, 
Admire, and prefs us to your face ; 
And with your years your love increafe, 
And more and more our charms ftill pleafe, 
The charms we boaft feldom decay, 
Nor years fhail ever make us grey; 

We guide ye thro’ life’s gloomy ftage, 
And fpend with your declining age; 
Thro’ us you fee the road to blifs, 

Of which, pray God, you may not mifs, 
Now fhould you want another clue, 
To find us out, here ’tis for you— 
Culprits too often whom we fee 
Suftering at the fatal tree, 

Full of horror, grief, and fhame, 
Moft awfully do take our name, 


9 POETRY. 
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ODE to WAR. 


[From Whitehoufe’s Odes Moral and Defcriptive.] 


DS offspring of Tartarian birth, 
Whofe nodding creft is ftain’d with gore, 
Whom to fome giant fon of earth, 

Strife, in ftrong pangs of child-bed bore; 
Oh war ! fierce montfter, homicide, 
Who marcheft on with hideous ttride, 
Shaking thy {pear diftilling blood,— 
Bellona thee, in angry mood, 
Taught proud ambition’s f{poils to win, 
Amid the loud confliting din 


Of arms, where difcord’s gorgon-featur’d form, 
a . “techy? 7 . 
High fhakes her flaming torch amid the martial form. 


Stern god, wolf-hearted and accurs’d, 
Fofter’d by power, by rapine nurs‘d, 
Oppreffion ever in thy train, 

For haplefs man prepares her chain : 

A thoufand vulture-forms befide 

Stalk on before thee ; bloated pride, 
‘Thick-ey’d revenge, his foul on fire, 

And flaughter breathing threat’nings dire, 
‘Tumult, and rage, and fury fell, 

And cruelty, the imp of Hell, 


Her heart of adamant, and arm’d her hand 
With iron hooks, and cords, and defolation’s brand. 


There, where the battle loudeft roars, 

Where wide th’ unpurpled deluge pours, 
And ghaitly death—his thoufands + 5 a 
Whirls his fwift chariot o’er the plain, 

Rapt in wild horror’s frantic fit, 

’Mid the dire fcene thou lov’tt to fit, 

Tocatch fome wretch’s parting figh, 

To mark the dimly-glazing eye, 

The face into contortions thrown, 

Convuls'd ; the deep, deep-lengthening groan, 


The frequent fob, the agonizing {mart, 
And nature’s dread releafe, the pang that rends the heart. 


Avaunt, from Albion’s ifle, nor there 
Thy arms and madd’ning car prepare, 
Nor bid thy crimfon banner fly, 
Terrific, thro’ the troubled fky ; 

But ftay thee in thy wild career ; 

Lay by thy glitt’ring thield and {pear, 
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Thy polith’d cafque, and nodding creft, 
And let thy fable tteeds have reft: 
At length the work of flaughter clofe, 
And give to Europe’s fons repofe, 
Bid the hoarfe clangours of the trumpet ceafe, 
And {mooth thy wrinkled front to meet the {miles of peace. 


ADDRESS to the WINDS. 


By Mrs. RavcuiFFs. 


Varn. thro’ heaven’s vaft vault your courfe ye flcer, 
Unknown from whence ye come, or whither go! 
Myfterious pow’rs! [hear ye murmur low, 

Till {wells your loud guft on my ftartled ear, 

And, awful! feems to fay—fome God is near ! 

I love to lift your midnight voices float . 

In the dread ftorm that o’er the ocean rolls, 

And, while their charm the angry wave controuls, 
Mix with its fullen roar, and fink remote. 

Then, rifing in the paufe, a fweeter note, 

The dirge of {pirits, who your deeds bewail, 

A {weeter note oft {wells, while fleeps the gale! 

But foon, ye fightleis pow’rs! your reft is o’er ; 
Solemn and flow, ye rife upon the air, 

Speak in the fhrouds, and bid the fea-boy fear— 
And the faint-warbled dirge is heard no more. 

Oh! then I deprecate your awful reign ! 

The loud lament yet bear not on your breath ! 

Bear not the crafh of bark far on the main, 

Bear not the cry of men, who cry in vain, 

"The crew’s dead chorus finking into death ! 

Oh! give not thefe, ye pow’rs! I afk alone, 

As wrapt I climb thefe dark romantic fteeps, 

The elemental war, the billow’s moan ; 

L atk the ftill, fweet tear, that litt’ning fancy weeps? 
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RE tothe fun the fhining dew drop yields 
His pearly grandeur, o’er the upland heath, 
‘Thro’ fhadowy glade, and daify painted fields, 
Or meadows greeted oft by zephyr’s breath ; 
When tow’rs the fky-lark gay on airy wing, 
Hafte, Laura, halte, and let us devious walk 
To hear the fweet dawn warbler cheerly fing, 
And of the feafon’s joys enraptur’d talk. 
Or, thould thy fancy prompt, we’ll gently flray, 
Long after Sol has ‘lum’d yon wettern hill, 
When dies the breeze, and fades the pow'r of days 
Adown the margin of that gurgling rill; 
To hear the wood-lark in the neighb’ring grove, 
Who {weetly plaintive fings a long of love. 


— 


